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a collection of original songs in the native manner j 6. Two prizes, 3,000
and 2,000 pesos, for vocal compositions suitable for schools 5 7. A prize of
5,000 pesos for a collection of popular songs, workers' songs, sport songs,
and the like.

The jury was composed of three foreign musicians: Oscar Lorenzo
Fernandez, who was conducting concerts in Santiago at the time; Honorio
Siccardi, an Argentinian, who flew from Buenos Aires for the occasion 5 and
the American composer Aaron Copland, who was touring South America
as a musical ambassador of good will.

So numerous were the prizes that the jury awarded one virtually to
every musician who sent in a piece. Among the prize-winning works were
compositions in all genres: music by modernists such as Santa Cruz, Hum-
berto Allende, Carlos Isamitt, and Rene Amengual; by romanticists, such
as Prospero Bisquertt, Samuel Negrete, and Alfonso Letelier$ and by
academic musicians such as Enrique Soro.

The Prize of Honor went to Domingo Santa Cruz for his Cantata da
los Rios de Chile y a monumental work in three "madrigals," as the com-
poser designated the movements. After the jury's decision was made
public, an extraordinary thing happened. The Committee for the Fourth
Centennial published a statement in the press declaring the award of the
Prize of Honor null and void, on the ground that "Senor Santa Cruz,
being a personal friend of Messrs. Oscar Lorenzo Fernandez and Honorio
Siccardi, and being furthermore instrumental, in his capacity as Dean
of the Faculty of Fine Arts, in extending the invitation to them to come
to Chile, had no moral right to submit his music to the judgment of these
gentlemen."

As a matter of fact, Domingo Santa Cruz had never met Siccardi be-
fore, and as he told me later, had to look up a photograph of Siccardi in
one of my illustrated articles on South American composers in order to
identify him at the airport (which was easy, in view of SiccardPs con-
spicuously bald occiput). Ironically enough, Aaron Copland, who was a
friend, had voted in favor of not awarding the honor prize to anyone.

There was a loud outcry against the Committee's action. In a public
statement, Santa Cruz demanded from the Committee of the Fourth
Centennial a repudiation of its decision, threatening to challenge the
chairman of the Committee, whom he described as a "miserable poetaster,"
to an encounter on the field of honor, "como caballeros." But the Com-
mittee stuck to its legal right of final decision, and when the prizes were